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“PUblishes by ins eitlzens of "Tt's that Freedon Lruin ) conin

Benton Cocunty, Mississippi, Get on board, =zet on boarad."
Beulah Mae Ayers, sditor '
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COME, LET U3 BUILD A NEW WORLD TeGETHER
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The Benton County Freedom Traln will be pubklished once a week.

You can get coples of 1t from youvr loecal FIF representative or

from your district chalireman of the new Benionm County Cltizens Club,

Everyone of all ages 1s irnvited to write articles for the news-
paper. You may write news stories, essays, poems, or anythlng that
you want to. Artiecles can be turned into the edltor; to an FDP
representative, or to your distriet chalrman of the Citizens Club.
All those interested irn working on the paper, contact the edltior,
Beulah Mae Ayers.

The Benton County Freedom Traln was originally published by the
students of the Mt, Zion Freedom School. We are now inviting all
citizens of Benton County to contribute to i1t. All articles are
welcome, If you disagree wlth an article, write a letter to the
editor, and we will publish 1%t. This paper ls dedlcated to freec
speech and the helief that all men are created equal and that, in
the words of the Declaration of Independence, "that they are endowed
witk certain inallenable rights; that among these rights are life,
liberty, and the pursult of happiness,

lLaet Tuesday, September 29, at Simms chapel, the Negro cltizens of
Benton County established an orsanizatlon to promote the equal
rights of &il Benton County Gitizens., It is ealled the Citizens (lub
of Benton County. Henry Reaves was elected presldent; Jesse Jones,
vice-precident; Ella B. Steward, secretary; Rebecca Dorse, asslstant
gsearetary; Arny L. Wllllams treasurer; Eugene Steward, chairman of
the first district; L.B. Page. chalrman of the Second Distrlet; Rev.
John Beard, chairman cof the THird District.

The oclub will undertake many activities, chief among them beling
to help Negro farmers. The first project will be to get Negroes
elected 1o the 4.3.C. commrnity and countfy coumittees which deternine
cotton allottments. We 2ll know that Negro farmers in the county
have been cheated in thelr cotbon allotments, and we intend %o
corrsct this disérimination, by puttins Negross on the A4.35.0. commite
tees. All farmers except for day laborers are eligible to vote in
theze election which will be held in Deceaber.

¥serinination against Negroes on FHA loans, welfare, and surplus
fand distribution will alsd be investigated. Mr. James Mays of the
National Sharecroppers Fund has been invited to help the Citlzens
Club in getiing these propgrams under way. He has been at all of our
meetings and will continue to hedp us.

The Negro farmers of Madlson County, Missiseippl, have already
organizedﬁand have now established the first Nearo-owned cotton zlin
in Mississippl. Let!'s make Benton SJounty the second one to have a
Negro-owned cotton ginl Everyone must support the club!

Addisional activities of the club will include seittlng up hone
14bpraries all over the county with books donazted by the Counell of
Federated drzanizztions, helplng lmprove the school, organizing to
prevent Negroes from being fired from thelir jobs for pariilclpating in
e¢ivil rights activities, and all other projects that will help further
equal rights in Benton County.
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1ET'S ALL WORK TOGETILYR,
CHILDR=

on August 1, 1064, one of our
workers was killed in o heaod-on
aollision near ked Bank. Tils
was considersd by the people here
1pn Miscissippi that knew hin a
loss beyond any galn.

Looking beck at all the good
which was done by thls young dan,
thinking back of him golng from
state to state to Tind freedon
fron discrimination ut not findk
ing it, thus he get about o help
change the condltion of the North
as well as the South, with this
hope coming to an end much too
go0I,

I+ ie the hope here in Benton
Gounty to build a cogmunity cen-
ter, a place to meet and enjoy
friends, to eniny sports, to rend,
to study, and to learn, & place L0
hold neetings, and a plage to dis-
cuss problens. With the help of
the workers both who remained and
left after the summer segsion, we
have already ralsed over

by FBarnestine HEvans

#1,660.00.

WAYNE YANCEY COMMUNITY CENTER

With locking ahead, we first
look back-~back at scmedne who
possible would still be in the
strusgle fighting Just as JataRals
yeu and I.

Whe is he? You know hih. It is
someone who in the future you and
1 can look kack and say, 1t was
he who helped to lecad us to the
path, mulding us like 2 captain.”
Like that sreat captaln of Bible
days who led his people safe and
unharmed across the botton nf the
Red Sea, we followed this man ac-
ross the sea of prejudlce, through
the storns of fear and anger,

shouting, "LET MY PEOPLE Go."

iet's work together, children,
to build this community center for
Benton County in memory of Wayne
Yancey. Let's build the Wayne
Vancey Community Center.

it
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overcone.

i1n the regular electlon.

page 2
TUREE KINDS OF NEGROES

Thers are saree kinds of Negroes;
ona sepratches hils head when he
talks to The wiite man, S50 We call
him "seratchy,’ there is one that
s tretchos and cen't stand still,
so we oall hin Ystretchy”, and
there is another who laughs when
he ia net tickled, so we call hin
"$1ckle box."

A1l of these men give the white
man the idea that the Negroes &are
afraid of him, he feels that we
are cowards.

But on the other hand, we have
some Negroes that will hold their
heads up, and will speak up. But
they cammot do this suecessfully
alone. WNow is the time for
"seratchy®, "stretchy", and "tickle
pox" to rezlize that they haven't
acconnlished anything by walking
around with thelr heads down and
mouthse closed. It is tlme to
spesk up and 10 look up, then you
will be able to 1live.

by Beulah Mae Ayers

NEWS OF THE FDP

Do you remember those freedom
regiastontion forms that you signed
this Banton County can
be proud that over 3/4 of its
gligihlie Hemroes signed these
papers and itbus became nembersof
tne Frecdon Demceratic Party That
is the hishest anount in the state!l
We have thus ghown the sheriff and
the rest of the crowd at the couri
house that we are not afrald and
that we will not tolerate any uore
diserinlnation.

Becausge so many of you slgned
these foras, 68 delegates went to
the Democratlc Convention at
Atlantie City as YOUR represcnta-
tives, to tell all Americans that
Wegroes in Mississippi do not have
a volce in their government. Those
of you who saw 1t on TV Know what
a stir they caused.

At the end of October the
will eonduct a freedom veis for all
Negroes who are not allowed to vote
Let's all
turn out and show once agaln that
Benton County Negroes want their
fresdon!

gunmer?

rop
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IN ME:WIAM TO T. C. TIPLER page 3
by Mary Francle Harrils

On September 30, 195t T. C. Tipler, 38. was killed instantly
when the tractor he was dulving overturned In a dltch here in Benton
near Walter Reaves! house. It happened at about 5:30 or 6£:00 p.nm.
Boulal: and I wsre on our way te T.0.'s house to get her children. I
said, "Beulzh, I see T. C, on the tractor,” and Beulah Mos sald yes.

When we got there, nother Bettle asked Annlie May where was T. C.
She gsald he was up at Mr. Reaves. As we were gebtting ready to leave,
Mra. Farlean cane up there and sald the tractor had turned over with
T, 0. on it. Yhen we got there, the tractor was 24111 on T. C.

I was ©o sad, I can't tell you how 1t was. VWhen we left I got
Aviva to bake me to T. G.'s pother-in-law's house to tell her what
had hazppencd. Then she carried me back home. We sat up there for a
while, then we came home.

What I can say to T. C: he is gene but not fobgotten. We all

love him, but God loves him best,
¥* 3 3k ¥*

-3

T. €. Tipler was cone of the first men in Benton County to sign
up with the Freedon Remccratils Party, at 2 time when nany were stlll
afraid, He had been planning to go-dowa to the courthouse to reglster
to vote and had heen studying the constlitution for it.

We would like to dedlcate the following poen to T. €., written by
a Negro poet. We would olso like to dedicate the peem 1o T.C.'s mother,
Mra, Rettle Harris who went dowa to the courthcuse to reglsier on the
fay her son was killed: MITMAY

by Nacnl Long Madgett

I%ve come this far to freedom

And I won't torn back.

I'm climbing Lo the hignway

From oy old dirt track.

I'nn coning and I'm golng

And I'm sirobtching and I'm growlng
And I'11l roan what i've been sowing
Or ny skin‘s not blaock.

I've prayved and slaved and walted
And I've sung oy song.

You've bled ne and you've starved nme
But I've si1111 grows strong.

You've lashed me and you've treed ne
And you've sverything but freed ne,
But in time you'll know you need me
And it won't be long.

I've seen dayliight breaking

High above ithe bough.

T've found my destinatlion and I've made my vow;
S0 whether you abhor ne

Or deride ne or ignore me

Mighty mountains loon befors ne

And I won't stop now.
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“IORY SECTION (371

oL us became oo
bio s-4d nat as a bull cous

ned):
D d &b the sight of & British soldier in
the sisht of a red kerchlef.

[

Eewiy in the year 1770 scoe British soldlers got into a nis-
urdcrgo ~ding with come of the colonists. Humor that the soldiers
roecivany had attacked colonists in New York only gserved to make the
situatlon more serious.

T3t at *his tine along cane Crispus Attucks from somewhere,
eager to offer his aid in the cause of Liberty which was so dear to
him, Cecple were attracted by his ardor, and gathered about to listen
te itm as he stood in the open places of Boeston speakling for freedon
and decrying the tyranny of the Eritlsh King.

From time to time Crispus Attucks would questlon the people who
thronged about him, asking them what they thought of the manner in
which the king's soldlers were treating the colonists, and whether
they should stand for such conduct. Of course the colonists would cry
out in anger against the unjust Engllsh ruler, and they even went 8o
far as to nake threats agalinst the soldiers.

"We'll make thenm pay if they don't watch out," they criled.

Ag the days passed by, condltions grew stieadily worse. The
British soldiers and the Amerlican colonists begen hurling blttler
rersks aL each other, and calling sach other by spiteful names.
Crispus Attucks and other leading splxrits becane more and ncre out-
spoken in expressing thelr feelings.

One Friday in March a very serlous street flght tock place. A
nunber of persons on both sldes were injured. Now both colonlsis angd
soldiers were arouged. Oonditlons were beconming unbearable.

Over Saturday and Sunday the bhaéd feeling grew worse and worse.
People shook *heir heads and whispered, "This is the end. Blood will
surely flow from now on."

The soldiecrs made z show by coming out from thelr barracks and
thres tening the people, rushing at them with ewerds, bayonsts, clubs,
and waatever else they could put their hands cn. They may not have
moant to do more than frighten the patricts, but the result of their
parades was only to enrage the colonigts the more. Thegse last also
welked the streets armed with elubs and cutlasses, and at a dlstance
from the soldiers groups of them would listen to flery speeches by
Crispus attucks and otaers.

On Monday night, not long after nine c'ecloek, fire beels commenced
ringing. TPeople satd, "Where's the fire?"

Others replied, "There isn't any filre; don't you know what those
bells are ringing for? They are ringing to call out the patriots to
protect the people from the redcoats.”

Just at that time ocne of the soldiers got inic an argunent with
a young boy. The crowde which had been drawn out lnto the streets by
the ringing of the bells rallied around the boy. The soldler left
his post and sought aild from his captaln. Soon Captaln Preston ar-
rived with elight nen.
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The noise was terriflc. Howls from the crowd, Bells, bells,
church bells, cow bells, all the bells the colonists could get held

af.

Yelling soldiers nenacing with thelr bayonets; scereaming patriots
returning vhe threats wlth their fists and clubs.

The soldiers formed a semlceirele and, pointing their bayonets at
the erowd, commanded the people to move on. A number J1d move.
Perhars a hundred remained.

Orispus Attucks was one of the number who remained, With about a
dozen others he stood in the middle of the street. Suddenly, all of
them moved stralght up to the soldlers. Giving three lusty cheers,
ey morched forward, Just as if they never saw the British bayonets.
They ceven shook thelr clubs in the faces of the red-coated soldiers.

"You are cowardly rascals," they said, "for bringing arms agalnst
wnarmed nen. Lay aside your guns, and we are ready for you. Come on,
you scowndrels; Tire 1 you dare; we Xnow you dare not."

Perhaps the British beczme enraged at the threats. Sonme say that
menbers of the erowd threw suowballs and ice at the soldlers: others
i othat thae patriolts struck at the gmuns of the soldiers with ikhsir

fokse LU aay rate s shot rang out in the izy cold night. Somecne
fell.

It was Crispus Attucks.,

The Boston lMassacres had become history.

Four peirlcts fell mortally wounded and the first to fall was the
Negro glave for whoze returm William Brown had offered a reward of
Zen ¥rounds sillver just twenty years before.

Soston rrepared Last honors for the fallen patriota. Two of them
wers Gaken to tkelir Bcston hoaes, Attucks and another named Caldwell
lay in state at Faneuill Hall, for they were sirancers ln the clity.

On Wednesday, March 7, 1770, funerals were held for all the men
who f«1) at tus mazencre. Shopa were closesd and balls tolled mourne
fuily. Densc crowds of pesopie formed in the sireets, rich and poor,
thelr heads bowed and uneover<d, ileir eyes dirnmed with tears. At
Kiug Street thoe four hearses met, then the procession marched in a
corumn six abreast. The procession halted at the Middle Burying
Grourd. Here the four of them--Galdwell, Maveriock, Gray, and Crlspus
Attucks~-were lald slde by slde in the same grave.

Thus a2 Wegro slave sleeps in the resting place where lie the four
men whose daring sacrifice became a rallying cry for Anerloan Freedonm.

More than a century later, the clty of Boston erected a monument
in thelr honmor. These words are carved 1n the stone that men may al-
ways remember what they did in the early days of the struggls for
independence:

Lonz as in Frecdom's cause the wise contend,
Dear to your Country shall your fame extend;
While to the world the lettered stone shall tell,
Where Caldwell, Attucks, Gray, and Maverilek fell.

#* * #



