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With A.3.C.5. conmuni ty elections
1ittle more than 110 weekw aWal,
~i{izens Club representatives re-
port that approximately one-third
of eliglble Negro farmers in Ben-
ton County have not received let-
Lors announcing the coming elec-
Lions.
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These 1etters are gent out hy the
Aups office every yeal at the be-
cinnirg of Hovember. HOW the
offlce manaper could omit one~
third of the nanes from the voters
1ist is hard to understand. A1l
those who have not scelved let-
teps . however, and have gone to the
office to complain, have promptly
been put on the voters list.
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The cltizens club will be holid=
ing an all-county mzeting this
ceming Tusscay, November 17, at
Hardaway chapel, +0o discuss the
coming electlons. Ballots will be.
mailed out by the ASCS office on
November 23, Anyone who does not
wgoelve one may then £ down te
the ASCS office and request a bal-
lot.
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Tz Mississippl Student Unlion,
unde up of the Freedon Youth Move~-
nent and all interested young peo=
ple of Benton county, will hold
an organizational meeting on Sat-
urday, November 21, at 6 p.m. at
Uapwris Chapel. A11 students are
:nvited to attend the meeting an
join the unlon. The M.S.U, is made
up of Hegro students throughout the
ctate who are inseresbed in chah-
ing the present gys tem cf segregd-=
10 and oppresgicn In Mississippl.
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Second Dis Eriol Clzcts
aq Plrern all

The citlzens of the sggond dis-
+rict 1n Benton County have decln~
ded that not only will Benton ke
the flrsi county in the state to
elect & Negro 4508 committeemall,
put it will also he the first to
elect a woman to the ASCS commit-
tee.

Mprs. Sarah Robinson was nonina-
+ed Tor ABCS commnitteswoman &b a
meeting of the ond district of The
nitizens Club, after Wr. Jake
MoATes withdrew his name from the
ballot, because he will be moving
out of the digtrict in 2 Tew

_gpnths.

Hboul the Coza ity
Ceniter by

I think we need a community
for our county,
S0 we could WOrk
Wwe need 1t so we
Freedom School
We need it 50 WO could have
about anything vwe want to.
Don't you think we need one?

Welier ROOKS
center

beet.
our

and do our
could have
there.

just

So you noulLd raiss
up right,

S0 you could play your Zames and
anything you want to.

your children

Anyway, you need it as much as I
do.

ag that's why I thinX we need a
community center.

et e e b

BENTON CGOUNXTY CALENDLR

Nov. 17: ail-county neeting of
0itizens Club

Nov., 24: 2nd district meetling of
Citizens Glub--place to be
announced.

Nov. 25: 3rd distric
citizens Club: Mt. Zion Chapel

Xov. 26: lst district meeting of
gitizens Club: Hardawzy Chapel

Next Rainy Day: Freedon Tay at
Hardaway Chapol.

t meeting of
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Answers to Ldith:

{In Tasc week's issue of the news-—
paper, Edith White wrote an arti-
cle concerning how to act whenh
whnlte youths 1au§h at you., She
agked for others'! opinions on the
subject. The followlng answers
were written):

If I saw a group of whites
laughing at me as I passed thelr
way, I would say to tkem, "Go to
Hell." My reason for saying this
15 that they would be astonished
to hear a Negro boy alone react to
them that way.

To be honest, I would bhe hurt,
but to hide my feelings, I would
say this in order to make them
know I am not humble and afrsaid,
as they probably think I would be,
So my inmer pride would be lifted
Tor me.

) Roy L. Deberry, Jr.
LAk # #* *

.+ o I would simply ignore then
because 1 feel it's the most sen-
aible thing to do. Ignoring a
person is one way of letiing him
know you think he's beling sllly.
I+ hurts to be ignored. He might
be cheerful and jolly to cover the
hurt and embarrassment, but to be
iznored hurts anyone, even an ani-
mal. To be ignored if one 1is
zullty of an aet of cruelty makes
one feel gullty and ashamed deep
down inside.

What if the whiltes think that .
the Negro is being scared as ususl
znd willing to take anything?
Well, I bellsve that 1T you remaln
guiet or start to bicker, he'll
believe whatever he wants to be-
lieve about you anyway.

IT you started to guarrel with
them, it would only give them an
excuse to Justify thelr aectlons.
Furthermore, you would at that
moment reach their level~--which
would be very low. By quarreling,
a personr wculd not be less guilty
and certailnly not less lgunorant.

——Alberta Tipler

I ¥xnow how hard it is tc ever be
in a situation like Edith des-
eribed. Yet I disagree with her.

Sure, one will feel hatred when
someone ls laughing at you. But
I belleve you must return gcod for
evil. By doing this, you wili be

"piling red hot coals of fire on

your enemies' heads." Just do
something similar asalunst someone
and let them do nothing in return.
Belleve me 1t will hurtl
-=Roy Nunnally
* * ¥* *

1§ white boys or glrls were
laughing at you, do you think
walking up to them and saying
something nice would stop them or
change their attitude or make them
feal bad for what they said? Or
do you think saying something nast
would embarrass them or make lhing
worse? Or would cursing them outl
change their feeling?

I belleve the right thing to do
is to walk on by and den't pay them
any attention, The reason you
should do this is that you will no*
cause yourself to be emharrassed
and you won't give them anything
more to laugh at, and there won't
be any chance of showlng thai your
feellings have been hurt.

-~loyal W, Thompson, J
* * # *
Dear Edith,

If you act like a misled white
person, wyou will become a migled
Negro. I1f everyone acted 11ke thic
we would be llke we were 300 years
ago.

T think the best thing to do 1is
to try and show those laugiling
girls that they are wrong. It
words don't work, try something
else on them. Whenever you find
them laughing, glve them a very
concerned look, one that seems to
say, 'You doleful people,’ one
that says, "You look down on us?"

I suggest thls because I think
they would act better if they were
glven the chance.

-=Earnestyne Evansg
3 ® ®* *
{The above articles were wrltten by
students in the college-prep class)
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Tie Negro Fets Jppeq/‘f:

VARI-COLORED 3ONG
By Langston Hughes

If I had a heart of gold,

Ag have some folks I know,

I'd up and sell my heart of gold
And head North with the dough.

But I don't have a heart of gold.
My heart's not even lead.

It's made of plain oid Miss'ipl clay.

That’s why my heart is red.

I wonder why red clay's so red
and Miss'ipl skies zo blue.

I wonder why it's yes to me,
2ut yes, sir, sir, to you.

I wonder why the sky's so blue
4nd why the clay's so red,

hy down South 1s always down
And never up l1nstead.

~~AND FROM OUR OWN BENTON POETS:

I ENOW A TRACHER

I know a tieacher,

DREAM OF KFREEDOM

by langston Hughes
There 12 a dream in the land
Wwith its back against the wall,
By muddled names and strange
Sometines the dream 1ls called.

There are those who clainm
Thia dream for thelirs alonee=-
A sin for which, we know,
They must atone,

Unlags shared in common
Like sunlisht and 1llke alr,
The dream will gie for lack
Of substance anywhere,

The dream krows ne frontier or
tongue,

The dream no class or race,

The dream cannot be kept secure

In any one locked place.

Tilg dream today embattled,

With its back against the wall--
To save the dream for cone

It must be saved for ALL.

by G. N. Reaves

Who 13 a traltor to the Negro race.

As an Amerlcan, he is a liability and disgrace.
The poor ecritter is afraid to take a stand,

To do his duty and be a man.

I know a teacher

Who gets insulted when you say the words, "register-vote."
He swears the white man will get his goat,

He goes into a rame when you talk about power at the pollr
He stalks and shouts, "My bread is my goal!"

Comment: 0K, OK, all right, blg boy, have your bread,
But for me-=-before I'd he a slave,

WE HAVE TEACHERS

I'd rather be dead.

by H. E. Reaves, Jr.

We have teachers-w

You don't know very well.
Shh-~can you keep a secret--don't tell?
The teachers I refer to can read, vwrite, and spell,

But you Just take note:

They are too stupld to reglister and vote,



lenton County Fresedom Train Nov, 15, 1964 Page 4

Neero Hrstory Scerron

FREEDOM IS A POWERFUL ORD

What every slave wanted, of course, was freedom. Even those philo-
sophers who tried to defend the right of men to held other men in hon-
dage had to admit that if you justify the master's right to enslave,
you must aleo Justify the right of the slave to try to gei away. If

If you argue that a master may punish a slave in order +o subdue him,
you nmust grant that the slave has the right to turn on his master in
an effort to win freedom.

In the days of the American Revolution the air was always full of
diacussion and debate in this vein, There was alssc much 4alk about
the equallty of zll men before God., Slaves were not supposed to under-
stand such matters, but they listened to their masters' conversation as
they served at table, and sometimes they bent an ear from the driver's
seat ag the gentlefolk whispered in their carriages, Wlthout zappear-
ing to pay attention, they overheard talk in taveras and con the public
squares. Occaslonally an educated slave or freo Negro gathered a group
of 1lliterate cnes around himself in & seeret place and read from the
books, papers, handblills and brozadsides of the times, Nearly always
the subject of this reading waz freedom.

It was not long before the salves themselves were convinced that they
Were entltled to freedom and that they were being unjustly and sinfully
h2eld 1n bondage. But what to do about it was 2 harder question, Sone
slaves solved their problem by Joining the army of the Revolution.
Others ran away and took up with the indlans. A few tried to reason
with thelr masters. A still smaller number Tound ways of buying theilr
own freedom. But akl of these efforts together were small and Talled
10 benefit the great majority of Negroes held in bondage.

Not until sallors began bringing reports of the successrul uprising
of slaves In Haltl under Toussaint L'Ouverture and his agssoclates did
large numbers of American slaves feel encouraged to make daring ati-
empts to win freedom by insurrection. Many had resisted and rioted, of
course, but perhaps the Tirst to work out a serious plan for organized
rebellion was Gabriel Prosser of Henrico County, Virginia.

This dreamy young coachman, twenty~four years old and more than six
feet tall, thought it all through very carefully, He woulé need eleven
hundred men at the start. They would meet at a brook six miles out
of Richmend on the night of September 1, 1B00. There they would divide
into three columns, each under the command of a dependable officer,
and all would march on the city at the same tine. Since Richmond's
populatlon was no more than about eight thousand in those days, Gabriel
was convineed that eleven hundred men could take it by moving swiftly,

The column that approached from the right would be agsigned to seize
the penitentiary. This building had recently been converied into an
arsenal, and it contained several thousand muskets. The column on the
left would be instructed to take the bowder house. Wo weapons could be
vrovided the men in these columns at first because there would be no
way for Gabriel to get his hands on enough fire arms fto go around. He
d1d not think this a hindrance, however, for the success of thélr ag-
slgnments would depend more on speed and surprlse than on Fire nower,
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Glubs would do the job, he thought. The men could come in silently,
overpower theguards in the darkness, and then take posgession,

With the third column, ordered to hit the town itself, things would
be different. These men were to divide themselves and enter Richmond
from both ends at once. They were to attack the meneral population,
sparing those believed to be friendly to their cause. Naturally, they
would have to start out with arms of =mome sori--guns that could be
secured in advance, cutlasses, knives, and pikes.

In just a few hours they would have control of Richmond. Then, with
plenty of muskets and powder, with the State treasury to provide
money, with the mills tc give them bread, and the control of the
bridge across the James River to keep off enemles from beyond, they
would be solidly established, and thelr forces could spread out over
the countryside. Within a week they would have fifty thousand men on
their side, enough to enable them to attack and capture other towns.

If the plan sounds fantastlc now, %1t didn't then. The Richmond
reporter for the Boston Chronicle wrote immediately afterwards, ey
could scarcely have falled of success, for after all, we could only
muster f%ur or filve hundred men, of whom not more than thirty had
nuskets.,

But it did not succeed. A great storm arcse, washing out bridges
and swelling satreams in Henrico County so they could not be crossed.
The eleven hundred men whohad answersd Gabriel's call found themselves
plopping arocund in mud up to their knees. The attack had to be post-
poned, and before it could be reorganized, the news leaked out, and
the government took steps to protect the clty and ite cltlzens,
Gabriel and a number of hils associates were hunted, caught, and
hanged. But a wave of fear spread over the land of slavery.

In the same year thet Gabriel's rebellion failed, Denmark Vesey, a
Negro slave of Charleston, South Carolina, the personal servant of a
slave-trading sea captaln, bought a ticket in a lottery, He drew a
prize of 1500 dollars. With a part of this money he bought his free~
dom; with the rest he started a new life in Charleston,

He had been in bondage since he was fourteen. Now at 34 he went to
work as & carpenter. He was thrifty and got shead. He wore a beard
and made an impressive appearance. He was admlired and feared, but he
was another who did not feel secure while all around him the neople
he knew were still in bondage. He began to plan a revelt.

Denmark Vesey was a man who respected learning. He could spesk
severzl languages, and all the men he chose to be leaders of his re-
bellion were literate. All of them were younger than Vesey, [or by
this time he was sbout 56, His method was to prepare his leaders by
reading to them and pointing out arguments to be found in the Bible
justifying the slave in rising againsit his opressors.

He was a convincing talker, and many slaves were ready to act when he
zave the word, but one of their number informed his master, and the
authorities ecame in swiftly and crushed the pleot. Vesey and many
of his associstes were arrested and put to death.

(To be continued in the next issue)




