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YThe white man'’s so secared, he'll burn his

churches at night, and he'll cutrun the word

of God to keep you from knowing who he 1s.”
~~Fannie Lou Hamer.
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Freedom election jeld in Mississippr

Clection news In
Baovton County
The Freedom Election has been
progressing smoothly in Benton
County with ballot boxes at Sims,
Royston, Mf. Bethel, Hebreon, Green=
wood, and Macedonla Chapels.

Over 150 volunteers have come in
to Missisgoiwpl to help out with
the Freedonm Election. The alec=
tion is open to a2l1 people in Mlaw~
slssippl and contalns candidates
for Pregldent and Vigce-President,
Senator, and Congressman from the
ond Mstrict. Three partles are
represented on the ballot: the
Freedom Democratlc, the Democratlec
and the Republlican Partles.

Rach balloting place ls super-
vised by & reglistrar and a poll=-
watcher. Balloting ls mecret.

The purpese of this Freedon
Rlectina is:

1. %0 show that the claim of
many wilte pecrls that Hegroes in
this s>ate are lazy and don't want
1o voie 1s uniruz;, thaet when
given a chance, alwcest a1l Negroea
wiii vote.

2. to challenge the right of
the official candidates of the
state of Migsissippl to be seated
in the government, since they don't
represent almost half of the
el tzens cof Mississippl.

%, as practice for future elec-
1378 when Negroes in large num-
wers will have the right to vote
in Mississippi.

Everyone 1s urged to vote~=bal-
loting wiil continue until 2 p.m.
on Monday, November 2 at the
above-zentioned polling places.

I% is expected that Benton Coun-
ty will have one of the highest
percentages of voters 1in this alec~-
tion, since it had the highest per-
centage of F.D.P. members in Mis-
siasippl this summer.

Church burned in Tippah

foﬂowiw%{?eedom fd“y
¥y Glorla Xifaras &
Marjorie Merrill
While many of us were alsesD and
not thinking of the dangers in Mis-
sissippi, a church was burnlng on
Friday night--not a church in Me-
Comb or Natchez, but a church we
all knew--a church many had been i

Antioch Missionary Baptlst Churci
in BRlue Mountain burned to its
foundations at 3 a.m. Saturday
moraning, only four hours after the
wgrnnle Lou Hamer Rally was over,
and only 5 hours before the opening
of the Freedom vole there.

After the burning, fthe courageour
men and women of the comnmunlty
opened thelr polling place on the
burned grass. Over 50 people came
to vote and stand by as the FBI,
sheriff, etc. quletly asked ques-
tions.

Today, Sunday, with the leader-
ship of the Rogers family, Sunday
School is being held next to the
emptiness of that 100 year-old
church.

Commenting on the flre, Mrs.,
Hamer noted, "This type of thing
they do, but you really can't burn
down s church by burning down the
bullding,”

NEWS BRIEFS AND CALENDAR:

*The next all-county Benton
founty Citizens Club meeting will
be held Tuesday, 7:30 at Mt. Bethe

#Tonight there will be a Youth
League Rally, "This I Belleve," at
Samuels Chapel.

#A children’s library has bheen
set up at the home of Mrs, Lillie
B. Shaw.

#The location of the next Rainy
Day Freedom Day will be announced
at the next Citizens Club umeeting.
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4.6 C.S. condidates chosen by Citizens Club

Cendidates for A.S5.C.5. commlttee-

men have been chosen by the lst,
2nd, and 3rd districts of the Cit~
izens Club, at %helr district
meetings held last week.

The candidates elected are:
18t Distrlet {ASCS Communlity

a): A.Z. Snith

fater FPoplar

Willle Porlar.

District (Communlty B):

L. B. Palge

Clayborn Jackson

Jake McAfee :

District (Community C):

Loyal Thompson

Walter Weber

2nég

Zrd

When these men turn in petltlons
eigned by =lx men requesting that
they be put on the ballot, they
will be officisl candidates for
these commitiees, Community {dls-
trict) elections will be held at
the beginning of December. Voi-
ing proceedure in these electlons
will be discussed at future Citi-
zens Club meetings. Ellglbillty
to vote will alsoc be dlscussed.

/[(a_/{y For Community Center
held in Chicago, Tilinors
A rally given by the sisters of
Wayne Yancey 1n Chlcago on October
25 paised $900.00 for the Benton
County Wayne Yancey Community Cen=
ter. .

3Speakers at the rally included
Aviva Futorian who spoke on Prog-
ress in Benton County, and Mr. Hen-
ry Reaves who spoke about his in-
volvement in the freedom movement.
He said, "I've lived in Misslssippl
all my 1life. If things get better,
I'11 be there~-1f things get worse,
I'11 be there." He further stated,
"Tiye been a freedom Pflghter all uy
life, and I'll be one untll they
bulldoze us and bury us 20 feet
under. Until then, we'll be walitl-
ing for them." "My relatives," he
stated, "say they're worrled about
me being in Mississippi, I tell
them, 'You should worry about your-
selves here in Chicago," He also
sald that when his wife was fired,
1t drove him further into the move-
ment.

Nieero SLAVERY ¢ TasT
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Staver

in the past

by Arine Hullom

In 1793 a young New Englander
invented the cotton gin, which
meairit that slavery was here for a
long time.

Negro slaves were sold by the
white men for the price of 3}500.00
and more. Negroes plcked cotton
all day and recelved no pay at all,

Tn 1850 a Negro slave named Hen-
ry Box Brown got into a box and
was shipped from Richmond, Va., 1o
Philadelphia, and was freed from
slavery.,

In- 1845, an able-bodled Tleld
hand cost 4700. By 186C, it had
reached $1,800. So costly had the
alave become that planters often

neglected thelr familles In gnxlety are

over the slaves.

AND PRESENT :

e ———— A e R DRl ]

SloverH inthe present

by Beulah Mae Ayers

I was born in Benton County, and
I have lived here all of my life.
My foreparents lived here; In fact,
my great grandfather lived hers.
He was livling here when he diled.
He lived to reach the age of 98
years old, and he died knowlng no-
thing of "freedom". Ninety-elght
years is a long time te spend your
1ife under the control of another
man.

But the last few years of hls
1ife he thought he was free, be-
cause he would tell us when we were
children, "You are bleased you
should have come along when I did.”
But he waen't free, Just.as some of
the whites and all of the HNegroeg
not free. And as long as they
(continued on next page}
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do what the wnite man ssys, L dor't
gare how meny Civil Rights bills
are signsd, we won't be free until
we do vwhot.we, the UWegroes, want:
egual rights and justice,

My gréat grandfather thought he
was free because he no longer had
to ask the master permlssion to
leave the place; because he got a
small amount of pay for his work,
which he thought was good compared
with getting nothing for hls work
in the previocus years of hls life.

My greatgrandfather thought free-
Tom was just the absence of physi«
cal chains. Do you?

by Arine Hullom
My father sent me to the zin te
get some compress recepts and
sanntles on October 23, 1964.
I v.nt into the office, I saw
Fluch Akin talking to a Negro man.

When

The white man was running him
crozy because he owed him 4. The
Nzivo mar had some cotton ai the
gin and the white man was walting
for the seed cifeck. While he was
woiting for the check, he sat down
beside  the Negro and talked about
him awful.

.
. I haven't ever seen a Negro man
as afraid of a white man as he
was. The white man told him, "You
better =it here and don't get up
until I get my wmoney.”

%he white man took his clgarettes

out of his packet. He told the
Negro man he wanted the check no
matter what 1ts amount. And he

The whites treat uvs Negroes pre-
tty well until they zet among
their other white friends. I be-
live that's the reasocon he treated
the Negro man so badly.

Some of our color still won't
stand up for thelr rights.

dia.

Tustice ard the F.D.P

by Mrs. Boble L.Harrls
We as cltizens of Benton County
are very proud of our lezders of
the Freedom Democratlc Party. They
are here speaking and acting for
the cause’of justice.

Any of you who-haven't been to
any of the meetings should go.
I've been to several of them. Our
leaders don't speak for w«olor or
ereed but for the cause of Jjystice.

Childrents Section /

Be'mﬂ o S‘tHScou“t .
BY Emma J. Reave
I'm a girl scout. e have to
obey the girl scout laws. We have
to be elean and help other people
in everything.

We have to help in the house and
be friendly and nmake clothes and
have cookouts ané partles,

DO YOU LIKE TO JUMP RGPE?

art '":-r‘

S
by Linda Fay Rutherford

BT SURE TO VOTE IN THE FREEDOM ELECTION:

OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 2 !
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Necro PoeTrRY SecTiON

MONEY, MISZI3SIFPRI, PLUES ME AND MY SONG
by Langston Hughes by Langston Hughes
To the memory of 14 year-old Zmmett
711l iynched there in 1955; Black
As the gentle nlght
I don't want to go Black
to Money, honey, Ag the kind and quiet night
MONEY, MISSISSIPPI! Black
Ne, I wouldn’t want to go As the deep productive earth
to Monzy. honey, Body
BOWN Il MISSISSIPPI. Cut of Africa
Strong and black
Sorrow, plty, paln As 1ron
TH MISBISSIPPI! Filrst smelted in Africa
Tears and blcod like raln Song
IN MI3SISSIPRIY Out of Africa
;1ttle 0l1d boy, Deep..and; nellow song
inurteen years old, Rich
Shot, kilcked, and beaten As the black earth
Cauze they sald he was so bold Strong
As to whistle at a woman As black iron
Who was white, Kind
Throwed in the river, Ag the black night
In the dead of night. My song
From the dark lips
Oh, T woulsn't want to go to Money, OF Afrlea
MOW T, MICHIZEIPPI! Deep
Tears and klood like rain! Ag the rlich earth
IN MUONEY, MISSISSIPPI. Begutiful
For no money, honey, A3 the black night
I wouldn't go to Money, " Strong
KOT MONEY, MISSISSIPPI! As the first iron
Black
Out of my Afriesz
AND FROM COUR BENTON COUNTY POETS: Me and my
Song

STAND UP AND FIGHT FCR FREEDOM )
oy Glossie Glardy (11 years old)

Stand up and fight for freedonm,

Stand ase clese ag close can be.

If we vote for our salvatlion

We will evermore be free.

Stand up and vote for freedom.
Be counted in the human race.

If we win, we will be able

To talk to all men face to face.

Stand up and fight for freedom,

Do 1t with all of your night.

We will surely win this battle

If 1t takes us every day and night.



