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THERE'S %z /w—’a/ &/ORLD COMING, .

"J. Lawson athis. . .1s hereby permancntly enjoined from engasing

ln any 2cet or pruactice which 4invoelves or results in distinetion biscd

on race or color beitwesn Negro citizens and other eitizens in the

registratlon for voting process in Benton County..."

--from the flnal judsgument honded down by
Judge Claude F. Clayton, om Moy 11, 1985
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;, Benton County Fresdom Train

Mr, Nicholnr Flannery, tho
moustiched Juasties Dopartment
lawyer, breczed into town last
Thuprasday, carrying n order from
Judge Ciiude Clayion banning dis-
erimination against Negro voters,

Te court order brings to a
clogs the U.3, Govermment's sult
agilnet Lawson J. Mathis, regis-
trar, for discriminating against
Negro voter applicante. The
sult began last 3eptember, was
“ad to come Lo trial in
sy and hoe been in the
s of being setiled ever
that time.
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The wxy 12 now open for Negroes
to becons registered voters in
Benton county. The old books
wlll be kopt, meaning that those
pecple who were reglstered voters
before thoe sult began will remain
registered voters, And the new
books will be open to all citi-
2ens who can read and write, ree
gardless of race.

From now on, voter registration
in Benton county wlll take place
28 follows:

1. Psople will be registered
weekdays from 8§ as.m. to noon and
from I p.m. until 5 p.m., 2nd on
gaturdays from 8 o.m. to noon.

2. You do not have to pay poll
tax in order to register {but
you should pay poll tax 1f you
want to vote in state and county
elections ).

2. At least threos people can
register 2t one time,

4. As soon as you fill out vour
wpplicatlion, you sign the book
and tecome o reglistered voter,
There is no two week waiting
reriod.

5. The application consicts of
such: questions g name, age, add-

- Bevrow Neeroes wie vore !

ress, etec. (the Tiret 17 guestions
of the o0ld spnplieantion), If the
spplicant mikes o mistake in f11-
ling out the a2pplicaition, the
registrar must point out the serror
cnd glve hiw 2 chanes to corrsat
it.

6. The application also has 2
pirt which asks the applicant to
COFY (but not interpret!) a szec-
tion of the Missiseippi Constiti-
tion. The sectlon to be sopied
gannot be longer than 4 lines.

7. The judge'’s order will last
for o year, giving enough time for
211 Benton county citizens to be-
come reglstered voters.

Mr. Flannery sald that he went
ower these rules with Mr., Maithis
very carefully and that Mr., Mzthis
seemed Very willing to cooperate.

It ia expected that voter regls-
tration will begin around June 1,
glving Mr., Mathis time to get new
bocks. Mr. Flannery will be back
in the county before that time,
and he will probably speak to the
Cltizens Glub.

Voter registration classes ore
belng planned %o zo overthe ppli-
ciatlons and to teach literacy to
those who have trouble reading and
writing.
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The Freedom Train is now taking
classifled ads from Bsnton County
residents~=-free of charge. If
you have nnything for zile or want
to buy something, send the infor-
mation to the Fresdom Train, Rt, 2,
Box 100, Holly Springs.

To our northern rexders: the
Freedom Train 1s now taking eub-
gseriptions: $10.00 per year. Send
reguests to the same address.

ONE MAN-ONE VOTE




Benton County Frsedom Tr:in
arm prob/ems‘
to be discussed

m™pee county officials have been
irvited to spexk to the citlzens
o7 +he next all-county meeting of
S1tizens Glub this coming
2day nlght ot 3nmuels Chapel.

Tha meetlng place was changed from
Herdawny to provide 3 more cen-
truily located meeting.

T

Mony farmers in the county have
ased intersst in knowing more
" new crops, new mathods of

For g, establishing coohsri-
N - getting federal loans,

e : allotments, and the future
o + gotton morket. Beecoause of
trnis vnood for information, the

.7 Club has invited Mr,
3tone, A3SCS countly manager,
ond Salelds, FHa county
or, and Mr. Jomes Miskelly
cuuaihy extension agent, Lo spenk
to the group on these problenms.

The Citizens Club has not yei
heird from the three men. If,
howaver, they are unable to come,
{mey have been invited for two
weeks from this coming Tuesday.
The men have besn invited to speak
2t 9 p.m. The regular meeting
will begin 2t 7:30 p.m. SHARP in
order to complete rsgular business
by the time the guest epeakers
arrive.

Everyone zhould hove in mind
questlons concerning their own
farming problems te ask these
men. A guestion psriod will fodlow
their talks,

tn Saturdoay, Moy 15, some far-
mers from Jenton and Marshall
counties met to discuss the estab-
lishment of farmers cooperatlves
for the purpose of buyling large
fairm equlpment ind planting new
crops. A report on thls meeting
will zlso be presented on Tusesday
night,.

Moy 16, 1965
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During this past weelk, plans Tor
- pre-school in Benton county were
diwcussad ot the district meetlngs.

Two sponsors from the Marshall
county program, Mr. Shelby Gipson,
and Mr. Bobhy MeXinley, spolte
to the ecitlzens.

The purpose of the pre-school
centers, they sald, 1s to ossist
poor people of the conmunlity by
giving them jobs in the centers,
to introduée small children to
school and the desire to lesarn,
to obtain medical care for them,
and to make them sure of them-
gelves.,

The money for this prograu 1is
giver by the federal government to
the comnunity, not to outsiders.
Aceording to the speakers, 1t
¢hould not be part of the regular
school system, Dbecause then 1t
would give jobs to people who ol-
ready have jobs instead of thosze
who rexlly need jobs. This pro-
grom is designed to help people 1n
poverty, not those out of it.

The coummunity must work together
to get and carry out this prograz.
You con do this here in Benton
county, sald Shelby, becauss you
have proven that here by stlcking
together.,

Mrs. Reaves, chiirman of the
Citizens Club pre-schoocl program,
went to Mt. Beulah, Miss. over the
weskend to find out if the Ciilzens
tlub, rather than Mr. Bernnett,
will sponsor the program.

A1l eitizens are urged to write
to ¥ashingion 1f they feel thot
Mr. Bennett skould not sponsor
the program and that the Ciltizens
club should. Explain why you feel
the woy you do about 1t.

{Continued on the nexti page)
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INEGRO [HisTOR )Yy & [ ECEND

by Alberts Tipler, iary Peterson,
Jonevial BEvans, and Earnestyne Evans

In last wesk's issue of the Scuthern Advoeate, the following was part
of an article on the Civil War:

"hen told over ond over they were freed, the slaves' auswer came
back, 'Whut we want to be free bout? “Tho gwine keer bout us? Who
gwine git a doetor when we sick? TIs we got o place to go? We bleeged
to stay.

"An unmistakable attitude would be assumed when a PFederal officer or
oy connected with the Yankses entered a home. Aunt Phoebe, holding
D turbaned head high, would take short steps, roll her eyes and let
ior Jower 1lip fall o little., There would be a sitrained politeness.
“ter they had gone, the irite but true remarks of Aunt Phoebe kept the
iumlly entertained with 'Po White traosh wid no mannas' for weeks.'

After reading this, we falt that we should answer 1t because 1t was
an insult to the Negroes of Benton county, and because there ars pro-
bably many whites who believed the article, since Misslissippl schools

_ do not teach real Negro history either to the whlte students or the
r Negro students.

First of all, we can't really believe that Negro sloves talked in
guite that dilalsct. While it is true that slaves were not allowed to
learn to write and sc they were hardiy educated, we suspsct that per-
haps the author's grand papa told him the story and that thiz grand
rapa talked like that--and so it was wrltten down as 1t wag toléd.

And aboult Aunt Fheebs--just whose "aunt" is she? We remember Fannie
Lou Hamer saying, "I don't have any white nleces and nephews, so if
you can't call me Mrs. Hamer, call me Fannle Lou."

But to get down Lo more serlious lssues, can anyone really belleve
that the Negro enjoyed slavery, that he didn't want his freedom, and
that he hated the Yankee goldler? Let's look at history:

If slaves had bsen gso attached to thelr masters zs was clalmed, there
would hoave been no need for a fugltive slave law which saild that run-
away slaves had to return to their masters, VWhy would slaves run away
if they were g¢ happy? Angd there would have been no task for Harriet
Tubman causing her to risk her iife so wany times in helping slavss to
fiee from their nmasters.

Even before the end of slovery, there was 2 longing to be fres.
Slzves often sang of iti;evern the most slugglshly minded slave could
hardly miss the dual meaning of thegse lines:

"I got a right--we 8ll got a right,
T got o right to the tres of life."

Many slaves struck out alone and unassisted. To do this they had to
really be determined to leave. They revolied against thelr masters.
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And the Old South never forgot the slove uprisling led by Nat Turner,
which resulted in the death of 60 white men.

As soon as the Civil War broke out, Negross began to maks themselves
free, 4Whenever the Unlon armies drew near in batile, the slaves poured
into their lines. An example of how the former slaves Ffelt about
Tighting on the side of the Yankees 1s the following speech made by a
former slave who fought in the Civil War:

"If we hadn't become solers, all might have gonse back as it was be-
fore; our freedom might have slipped through de two houses of Congress
and President Linkum's four years might have passed by and notin' been
done for us, But anow tings can never go back, because we have showed
our energy and our courgge; and our natuwrally manhood.

"Anoder ting is, suppose you had kept your freedom witout enlisting
in dis army; your chilen might have grown up free and been well culti-
vuted so as to be equal to any business, but 1t would have been always
flung in der faces-~'Your fader never fought for his own freedom'—-
and what could dey answer? Never can say that to dis Afrlean race
any more,"

With the Cilvil War ended and with glavery gomne, the Negroes throughe
out the country were optimistic, linking their freedom to a deepening
serse of patriotlsm. 'We are part and parcel of the great American
bLody politic,’ declared a convention of colored men in Kentucky. Like
firm workers everywhere, the former slauve wanted +o have land of his

wn and %o work 1nhis own patch.

A Yonkee General, Rufus Saxton, sent a glowing report to Washington
cn the Negro soldiera: "They have shown that they can appreciate free-
¢om ag tne highest boon; that they will be industriocus and provident
wWiiil the same incitement which stimulates the industry of other men in
free sooieties,”

Anciher witness to the civll war, John 7. Trowbridse,noted that "they
felt ~reat pride in supporting their families. They were all willing
to wuri when assured of their rights.”

We feel 1t is important for white southerners to begin to inguire
about the 0ld myths they learned as children about Negro slaves and
Nezgroes in general. The white southerner has always claimed to under-
stand the Negro better than anyone. But Colonel Higginson, a Yankee
soldier who led a regiment of Negro soldiers, wrote: “There is no
chargs wore unfounded than that frequently made %0 the effect that the
Negre was best understood by his former masters. It would be more rea-
sonable to say that the Negro as a human being was rezlly LEAST under~
stood by those to whom he reprecented merely a cheok for a thousand
dollars, or less, from a slave auctioneer.m

-There are far tco many good Negro history books ocub now for the
writer of the Southern Advecate article to go on belileving his olg
childheod stories. Let us be mindful of the things we say and the
effect 1t will have on others. Let us work shoulder to shoulder and
hand in hand sc that we may cverdome PODAY.



